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Homo fum, nibil bumani a me alienum ejfe puto. TER. 


THURSDAY, Oébober the 11th, 1759. 


HE platonic maxim “That we are not introduced 
SHER CF into the prefent f{cene of exiftence, purely for our 


own fakes,” has always regulated my conduct. If 
any difadvantages have refulted from a principle fo 
noble, I have always looked upon them in the 
Yame light as dives do on natural evils, und efteemed chem 
not only ufeful, but even amiable. I have indeed followed the 
divine rule, “‘ of loving my neighbours as well as myfelf,” with 
Yo much affiduity, that I fhould fooner doubt of my own ex- 
iftence, than imagine that others could exift without my afiift- 
ance. That this principle is not peculiar to myfelf, is evident 
from the general converfe of coffee-houfes, the diffipation of 
amufements, and the chat ef the tea-table. 

As a man is not the object of his own fight, fo Ins immediate 
concerns are feldom the fubject of his own thoughts, or the 


‘topics of his own converfation. And, if the defects of others 


afford everlafting funds for difcourfe, why fhould not the goot 
of others afford us equal opportunities of acting in their favour? 


-All my acquaintance muft do me the juitice to own, that no 
‘counfellor even after a ten guinea fee, ever exerted himfelf with 


half that vigour in behalf of his client, which Ihave done in 


favour of a-friend, though I-was certain to fuffer for my advice, 
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or expofe myfelf to ruin by my interpofition. ‘To comprehend 
what I have faid, read on: 

Tom Warp is a confiderable trader, dwelling near the fa- 
mous edifice ereéted at the charge of Sir T. Grefham. If money 
can convey the idea of dignity, he can produce at leaft fifty 
thoufand arguments of that kind in his favour. If a know- 
ledge of one’s own intereft will denominate a man wiic, not 
even that of Sclomon would deferve a preference. But as ac- 
cumulating has employed all his thoughts, enjoying is what he 
is an utter ftranger td. Caftaigne’s tables are his bible ;_ profit 
and lofs the moft confiderable account in his ledger, and cent. per 
cent; the key of his tranfactions. He looks on misfortune as an 
indication of ftupidity, and laughs at honeft poverty as the moft 
ridiculous object, that can prefent itfelf to the human imagina- 
tion. Gain is his fmm bonum, parfimony his favourite virtue, 
and generofity the perpetual topic of his raillery. As he lived 
near, he could not be unknown to me, and, though I might 
not always be welcome, like the philofopher who ftiled himfelf 
a citizen of the world, I looked upon myfelf as a member of 
his family, and efteemed his houfe as my own. I made him 
continual offers of my fervice, which he never rejected, when 
he thought them productive of his own emolument: which he - 
never accepted when he imagined that they would turn out to 
the advantage of another. Many a time have I rid as faft as 
iTenley to fecure him a bargain; many a time have I gone to 
Plymouth, at my own expence, to procure him a country-chap. 
As I knew the man’s failing, I always treated him at my own 
houfe, when I had got fcent of any thing, which would turn 
out to his advantage; for fear the expence of a bottle, would 
have rendered him unable to attend to my reafons, or the idea 
of charge would have made him averfe to the engagement. 
Thus being obliged to bribe my friend Tom to follow his na- 
tural propenfity; I emptied my cellar to fill his cheft; and by 
irequenting his houfe, was looked upon as a perion of congenial 
principles. I with, indeed, the opinion had been carried a little far- 
ther, and that. I might have been reputed not only a perfon of 
(iimilar principles, but likewife of equal riches. This glorious 
niitake would have opened a wide field forthe excurfions of 
my officious activity, and would have continually fupplied frefh 
objects for the exertion of indefatigable benevolence. Every pro- 
pofal, which difinterefted kindnefS induced me to make, was 
immediately fligmatized as lucrative feltifhnefs, and though hu- 
manity infpired all my actions, avarice was fufpected to be my 
ruling paflion. A man of my difpofition was not to be intimi- 
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dated by difficulties, or filenced by miftakes. Like the perfon of 
folid integrity, defcribed by Horace, I perfifted in {pite of clam- 
our, in fpite of danger, in fpite of calamity; refolute either to 
attain my ends, or enoble myfelf by my difappointment. ‘The 
warmth, however, with which 1 efpoufed my friend Ward's 
intereft, not only alienated the minds of my other neighbours, 
but made even him averfe to me. As he examined my conduct 
by the fume principles, which influenced his own; he con- ° 
cluded that it was my defign to make a penny of him, tor- 
bad me his houfe, and refufed to hear me in my own vindi- 
cation. 

Tuus deprived of an opportunity to do good to my_neigh- 
bours, I could not but make refleQions on my conduct, and é&x - 
claim, like my progenitors, not againit the ill effects of unfea- 
fonable offigioulnets, but at the depravity of the times: and, had 
not my heart got the better of my head, fhould certainly have 


abandoned the characterittic principle of the family of the Busy- 
BODIES. 


Honest Jack Harsin, next door to me, was of a difpofition 
oppofite to that of Ward. The generofity of his principles made 
me ftrongly fufpect his legitimacy ; they were fo fimilar to thofe 
of my anceftors, that I fhould not have bluthed to have owned 
him as a relation. But his conitant application to bufinefs at 
home; his indifference to all pieces of news, which were com- 
municated to him, and his abfolute ignorance of the domeftic 
affairs of thofe who lived near him, were qualities not to be re- 
conciled with the diftinguifhing virtues of the Busy-nopirs, and 
made me, on fecond thoughts, rather with, than fufpect him to 
be related tous. Though he knew the connections I had with 
Ward, had prejudiced others againft me, yet he had too much 
candour to conclude us under the fame predicament. 

I soon introduced myfelf to his acquaintance, and convinced 
him, I not inherited only the name, but likewile the qualities of 
my anceftors. The countenance he fhewed me diffipated, in 
fome meafure, the odium with which, the refit of my neich- 
bours regarded me. In proportion as the circle of my acquain- 
tance increafed, I endeavoured to inlarge the {phere of my gra- 
titude. Every new friend, by my recommendation, proved a 
new cuftomer, and every favour he fhewed me in return, ferved 
as an incentive to a farther exertion of my intereft in his fa- 
vour. Lucre is, fometimes, productive of confidence: In my 
neighbour it was abundantly fo; and I might, with propriety, 
have faid, that I bought him with the money of others. 
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Amone other happy effects of my friendfhip and intereft, let 
me mention that ten journey-men left his fervice, becaufe they 
would not fubmit to my directions ; fifteen maids were turned 
away within the year, being over-heard, when they ftigmatized 
me with the title of a Bufy Fellow, Medler and Oficious Puppy; 


two of his fons were fent to a boarding {chool in the north, two to 


one in the fouth, and three to another in the weft, for not con-— 


forming: to my regulations : his daughter was likewife fent to 
Marybone boarding fchool, for combining with one of the maids 
in pinning .a difh-clout to my tail, for making fome neceflary ob- 
fervations on the art of roafting a pig, and the beit method of 
making »whipp'd fyllabub. His wife, who was a perfon of un- 
blemifhed morals, was honoured with a feparate maintenance on 
account of my intercepting a letter, fhe had wrote in an{wer to the 
following advertifement in the Daily Advertifer. 

‘« Tue tall lady in a blue fack, who fat in the front row of the 
<< oreen boxes at Drury-Lane houfe laft night, and ofiered a well- 
« fet gentleman pitted with the fmall-pox, a pinch of {nuff, which 
“ dazzled him with the charms of one of the fineft and white(t 
«< hands that ever was feen; 1s defired to direct a line to Z. Z. at 
George's coffce-houfe near the Temple, appointing the place 
‘© and time when he may have the pleafure of feeing her. As 
‘nothing but honour is intended in the defired interview, fhe 
“‘ may recollect that he was drefled in a blue pluth coat, and a 
“ crimfon waiftcoat embroidered with gold ; the repartees againtt 
“matrimony ; and the free obfervations on Polydorc’s {peech 
‘© may be hints for her recollecting the perfon, who handed her 
“to her coach, and fighed at his parting.” 

Tue manner in which I made this difcovery, was as follows ; 
as I was employed in giving orders to the man behind the coun-. 
ter, I over-heard the lady whifpering to a porter, ‘ befure you 
‘don’t drop it; befure you deliver it at the bar yourfelf, and 
‘ there’s half a crown for your trouble.’ When the;man left the 
houfe I followed, and over-taking him, afked him to carry 2 
meflage for me, on his confenting; told him that I muft ftep into 
the next public-houfe to write, and if he would ftay the while, 
would give him a tankard of porter. We went into the George, 
and calling for pen, ink and paper for mytfelf and a tankard for 
him, I {crawled a few lines, which I directed, and delivered to 
him, together with a fhilling. .He put my letter into the fame 


pocket as he had done.the lady’s, which obferving, I afked him 


to let me fee it again, becaufe I had omitted fomething material : 
as he was no great fcholar, he immediately gave me that which 


was wrote by the lady, being unable to read the direction. Tim- 
mediately 
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mediately opened the letter, and finding by the contents, that my 
friend’s wife prided herfelf more in her perfonal charms than her 
virtue ; putit into my pocket; directed two lines of nonfenfe to 
George's, and ran to my friend to inform him of the intrigue of 
his lady. ‘The confequence of my application I have mentioned 
already. 

Jack SMarRT, the linen-draper, was of genteel perfonage, 
polite addrefs, famous for his white hand, admired for his /ma// 
talk, and confeguently much in the good graces of the ladies. 
Oppotite his ftation, behind the counter, hung a glafs with a 
handiome carved frame, which was embellifhed with the meta- 
morphotis of Narciffus. As this faithful mirror had convinced 
him of the delicacy of his figure, he refolved to fling away a few 
guineas upon his portrait, before ttme had robbed him of his 
charms, or misfortune had ftripped him of his habillements. 
As foon as I was informed of his intention, I went to his houfe 
to recommend Aurelliani the Italian; who being very much ce- 
lebrated for his paintings of butterflies, I thought the mott pro- 
per perfon to take the hkenefs of a beau. The next Sunday 
was the firft time appointed for his fitting, when it was impol- 
fible for me to attend him. However Jack was drawn in the 
attitude I recommended, which was that of Shakefpear in the 
Abbey; but iniftead of a book, refting his hand on a piece of 
muflin. Before the piece was finifhed, I attended feveral times, 
and perfwaded the painter fo often, by Jack’s confent, to foften 
or darken the fhades, that when it was brought home he 
curfed the painter: Aurelliani himfelf was afhamed to own the 
piece; and I loft Jack’s acquaintance for having recom- 
mended Aurelliani, while the painter expofed Jack for feconding 
my remarks, and employed a porter to drub me for having 
made them. 

Wi.t.Wacsrarr, the cheefemonger, reputed for his facetiouf- 
nefs and excellent finging, was generally prefident at the meeting 
of the choice {pirits of his days. In him were united the low drol- 
lery of Shuter, and the mimic excellence of loot; but his chicf 
talent lay in taking off Dr. Ward, the medicinal, and Mr.Whitfield 
the theological empiric. He hada daughter as melting as his butter 
in the fummer ; and as high relifhed as parmefan. [is conttant ex- 
preffion, when fpeaking of her, was that fhe would not keep, unlels 
falted down very foon. I took the hiat, and helped her toa {weet- 
heart. He was a ftudent of the Middle Temple, and at mo- 
ther ’sin Convent-Garden. The numerous ftories with which 


he furnifhed me of the fecret hiftory of thofe regions of love, gave 
me 
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me a high opinion of his virtues: and the number of gloves he 
bought of me for ready cafh, convinced me both of his decency 
and fortune. The forwardnefs of his temper, and the frank- 
' : nefs of his addrefs, the fluency of his eloquence, the univer- 
| |  fality of his acquaintance, and the high opinion he had of the 
family of the Busy-Bop1Es, made me look on him, as the 
7 moft confiderable perfon among the profeflors of the law. What 
efpecially endeared him to me was the warmth with which 
| it he would expatiate on unconfined benevolence, the ignorance of 
i} prime minifters ; the politick gravity of phyficians, the vicious 
aif) lives of preachers, the decay of learning in our univerfities, the 
Tih ill tendency of theatrical exhibitions, the exorbitant expences at the 
inns of court, the want of courage in our officers, the indecent 
appearance of our females, and the bad tendency of the Foundling 
Hofpital, the Magdalen-Houfe, and the Afylum. I introduced 
; him to the acquaintance of Wagftaff, and he introduced himfelf 
to that of Mifs Anna Maria, his daughter. The father being af- 
if fured by me of the honour and fortune of Babble, thought he had 


if | provided againft an accident, which he was apprehenfive might 
| a happen to his daughter. But alas! how fhort fighted is human 
| fil prudence! The courtthip had fcarce been profecuted three days, 
| 4 | when he luckily overheard Babble propofing fomething to Mifs 
i Anna Maria, inconfiftent with my modefty to mention. Enraged 
im at the difhonour intended his family, he kicked Babble. down 


itairs, who brought, againft him, an action of affault and battery, 
and, on the trial, obtained confiderable damages. Mifs Anna 
Maria, notwithf{tanding this incident, kept up a correfpondence’by 
letter with her lover, which my affiduity difcovered to her father ; 
who out of a principle of honour and humanity, fent her to a 
mad-houfe not far from Stepney, where the is confined to this day. 
As for myfelf I fell under the lath of his comic genius, and was 
taken off with fo much ridiculous exactnefs in all his clubs, that 
f was afhamed for fome time to how my face, at any tavern in the 
neighbour-hood. 


N. B. da Numb, V. will be given an original Poem of the late Dean Swift, communi- 
coted tothe Busy Bony, by a nobleman of diftinguifhed learning and tafte. 


J 


t> Inorder to oblige fuch of my relations, as choofe to promote my work, 
‘ Mr. Potrincer, my publifher, at the Dunciad in Pater-nofter-Row, has, 
in allufion to his own fign, and to the fable of Apuleius, placed a Golden Aji 
in his thop, to receive their offerings ; and I doubt not but their contributiens 

_ wil make his 4/s as famous for its wit, as Button’s Lion was for its cloguence. 
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